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Merry Christmas and Happy 
2023rd Year! 


A Christian holiday commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ is celebrated 
every year on December 25 with the exception of some Eastern churches 
which use the older Julian calendar. These days, Christmas is also celebrated 
by many non-Christians around the world as a cultural event. As of 1870 


Christmas is observed in the United States as a federal holiday. 


Bible does not mention a specific date for Jesus’ birth. The date of December 
25 for the Feast of the Nativity was set by the Western Christian Church and 
Pope Julius | by the early-to-mid 4th century. 


Gerard van Honthorst, “Adoration of the Shepherds” (1622) 


A period of preparation before Christmas — Advent Season — in most 
churches starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas. The most popular 
traditions associated with Christmas is the Christmas Tree and special 
decorations, family gatherings, special meals, singing Christmas carols, gift- 
giving, and the figure of Santa Claus who brings gifts to the well-behaved 


children on Christmas Eve. 


f S 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2023 from the NeoPopRealism 


Journal creator Nadia Russ from New York City. 
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